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and children’s play provision in new developments (Policy OS1). 
 

• To ensure all development in the borough creates a high quality urban environment with inclusive 
urban design that considers how good design, quality public realm and land use can be integrated to 
help regenerate places. Development should be of the highest standard of design that respects local 
context and character (Policy BE1). 

RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) policy seeks to: 
 

• Ensure that all development preserves and enhances the residential character of the Royal Borough 
(Policy STRAT 9). 

 
• Promote high environmental and architectural design standards in new developments and in 

alterations and additions to existing buildings (Policy STRAT 11). 
 

• Ensure that all development in any part of the Borough is to a high standard of design and is 
sensitive to and compatible with the scale, height, bulk, materials and character of the surroundings 
(Policy CD27). 

 
• Require development to be physically and visually integrated into its surroundings by preserving 

existing public routes, creating new routes where appropriate, and extending links to maintain a high 
level of accessibility; ensuring that the appearance of buildings form a pattern which reflects the 
traditional urban form of the Borough; maintaining a clear distinction between private and public 
space, and ensuring the provision of active building frontages, particularly at ground floor level in 
appropriate locations; and preserving and creating those aspects of architecture and urban form 
which contribute to local distinctiveness and character (Policy CD28). 

 
• Require development to be designed to ensure sufficient visual privacy of residents and the working 

population (Policy CD35). 
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• Ensure that where open space forms part of a proposal it is designed and landscaped to a high 
standard (Policy CD38). 

 
• Require that the design of new and altered buildings or areas adequately takes into account the 

safety and security of the users of the facilities and that of neighbouring residents (Policy CD39). 
 

• Ensure that residential developments include adequate protection of the internal environment from 
the effects of noise (Policy CD41). 

 
• Require that all non-domestic developments, including where possible, changes of use, alterations, 

and extensions to existing buildings are accessible to people with special mobility needs, 
incorporating level access into the building (Policy CD42). 

 
RBKC Core Strategy (2010) policy seeks to: 
 

• An open urban square, fronting onto Warwick Road, with land uses that provide positive active 
edges to the building frontages (Policy CA 7). 

 
• Require all major development outside a 400m radius of the closest entrance to the nearest public 

space to make provision for new open space which is suitable for a range of outdoor activities for 
users of all ages. If this is not possible due to townscape reasons a S106 contribution will be sought 
to improve existing publicly accessible open space. All major developments will also be required to 
provide on site external play space, including for under 5’s, based on expected child occupancy 
(Policy CR5).  

 
• Ensure that development is designed to be functional, robust, attractive, locally distinctive, 

sustainable, inclusive and secure (Policy CL2). 
 
RBKC SPD Trees and Development 2010 
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• The SPD sets out best practice for pre-application discussions, dealing with the application, and 

construction phases in relation to the protection and introduction of trees as part of planning 
applications. 

ECWKOA SPD The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD sets out: 
 

• Redevelopment should be integrated into the surrounding area, enabling access to the site and 
creating north/south, east/west links through the site (UD1.1 and UD1.2). 

 
• Redevelopment should reflect and reinterpret the existing surrounding street patterns and make it 

easier for people to find their way around the site and area (UD2.1 and UD2.2). 
 

• Redevelopment of the OA should create a welcoming sense of arrival, integrate into the surrounding 
area, create a variety of open spaces that cater for a range of different leisure pursuits and design 
streets where people will want to spend time (UD3.1, UD3.2, UD3.3 and UD3.4). 

 
• Redevelopment should enclose all streets and public spaces with buildings that have public fronts 

and private backs, with active ground floor frontages. Proposals should respect the local built and 
social heritage and integrate into the surrounding built environment (UD4.1, UD4.2 and UD4.3). 

 
• Proposals should respect the building heights of buildings that surround them, with development 

rising towards the Empress State Building in order to retain its Landmark Status (UD5.1 and 
UD5.2). 

 
• Streets and public spaces should try and achieve a human scale and ensure that taller buildings make 

a positive contribution to the skyline and respond to their immediate context (UD5.3, UD5.4 and 
UD5.5). 

 
• Proposals should integrate into the surrounding area by enhancing the mix of existing uses and 
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should ensure appropriate levels of vibrancy and activity at all times of the day and night, through 
appropriate uses and their locations within the site, such as a metropolitan face of commercial 
fronting the A4 (UD6.1 and UD6.2). 

Other  By Design. Urban Design in the Planning System: Towards Better Practice (2000) 
 
Was published by the Department for Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR – now DEFRA) and the 
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) to provide an objective framework by which to 
assess urban design proposals. Consequently it has become a national measure by which proposals are determined. By 
Design (2000) lists seven criteria against which urban design proposals should be judged. They are as follows: 
 

• Character 

• Continuity and Enclosure 

• Quality of the public realm 

• Ease of movement 

• Legibility 

• Adaptability 

• Diversity 

Heritage 
National Planning Policy 
 

Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (2010)  
 
PPS5 provides a full statement of government policies for the identification and protection of the historic environment. 
The Government’s overriding aim is that the historic environment and its heritage assets should be conserved and 
enjoyed for the quality of life they bring to this and future generations. To achieve this, paragraph 7 of PPS5 sets out a 



101
Earls Court Project Application 1  |  Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea

Planning Statement  |  June 2011

 53 

number of key objectives. 
 
Policy HE6 of PPS5 requires an applicant – associated with applications for consent affecting heritage assets – to 
provide details relating to the significance of heritage assets and undertake an assessment of impact. 
 
Policy HE7 of PPS5 sets out principles guiding the determination of applications for consent relating to all heritage 
assets. In considering the impact of a proposal on any heritage asset the policy states that local planning authorities 
should take into account: 
 

• the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets; and 
 
• the positive contribution that the conservation of heritage assets and the historic environment 

generally can make to the establishment and maintenance of sustainable communities and economic 
viability.  

 
Policy HE9.1 of PPS5 explains that there is a presumption in favour of the conservation of designated heritage assets 
and stresses that loss affecting any designated heritage asset should require clear and convincing justification. 
 
PPS5 explains in Policy HE9.2 the required justification for substantial harm to or total loss of the significance of a 
heritage asset. There are two options described in Policy HE9.2 for demonstrating justification for substantial or 
complete loss, as follows: 
 

(i) the substantial harm to or loss of significance is necessary in order to deliver substantial public 
benefits that outweigh that harm or loss; or 

(ii) (a) the nature of the heritage asset prevents all reasonable uses of the site; and 
(b) no viable use of the heritage asset itself can be found in the medium term that will enable its 

conservation; and 
(c) conservation through grant-funding or some form of charitable or public ownership is not 

possible; and 
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(d) the harm to or loss of the heritage asset is outweighed by the benefits of bringing the site back 
into use. 

 
Policy HE9.4 of PPS5 is concerned with proposals that have an impact on the significance of a designated heritage 
asset which is less than substantial harm. In such cases, the policy explains that local authorities should weigh the 
public benefit of the proposal against the harm. Also, that local authorities recognise that the greater the harm to the 
significance of the heritage asset the greater the justification will be needed for any loss. 
 
The PPS5 Practice Guide sets out in paragraphs 76-78 the fundamental approach to be taken when “weighing-up 
proposals” for alteration to the historic environment. Paragraph 91 relates to proposals resulting in substantial harm to, 
or total loss of, a heritage asset. It explains that a case can be made on the grounds that it is necessary to allow a 
proposal that offers substantial public benefits.  

Regional Planning Policy 
 

London Plan (2008) seeks to: 
 

• Protect and enhance London’s historic environment and seek to maintain and increase the 
contribution of the built heritage (Policy 4B.11). 

 
• Ensure the protection and enhancement of historic assets in London and identify areas, spaces, 

historic parks and gardens and buildings of special character or quality for protection and 
opportunities for enhancement (Policy 4B.12). 

 
• Support schemes that make use of historic assets, and stimulate environmental, economic and 

community regeneration (Policy 4B.13). 
 
The draft Replacement London Plan (2009) seeks to: 
 

• Preserve, refurbish and incorporate heritage assets, where appropriate and new development in the 
setting of heritage assets, and conservation areas should be sympathetic to their form, scale, 
materials and architectural detail (Policy 7.8). 
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• Make use of heritage assets and reinforce the qualities that make the heritage asset significant and 

offer adequate status. This includes buildings, landscape features and views (Policy 7.9). 
 

LBHF Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

LBHF UDP (as amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Ensure development within conservation areas, including alterations or additions to existing 
buildings, will only be permitted if the character or appearance of the conservation area is preserved 
or enhanced. Particular regard will be given in the design of new developments to details such as the 
scale, massing, bulk, height, materials, colour, vertical and horizontal emphasis, and the relationship 
to adjoining buildings, the street building line and open spaces. New developments in conservation 
areas must, where possible, respect the historic context, volume, scale, form, materials and quality. 
These will be matters of particular importance to the historic context (Policy EN2). 

 
• Permit development (including development outside conservation areas) only be if the character or 

appearance of the conservation areas in terms of their setting and views into or out of them is 
preserved or enhanced (Policy EN2B). 

 
LBHF Core Strategy Submission Version (2010) policy seeks to: 

 
• Protect the quality and character of the borough’s conservation areas and its historic environment, 

including listed buildings, historic parks and gardens, buildings and artefacts of local importance 
and interest (Policy BE1). 

 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Protect Listed Buildings and to preserve and enhance the character or appearance of Conservation 
Areas, Areas of Metropolitan Importance, Areas of Local Character, and other buildings or places of 
interest (Policy STRAT 10).  
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• Ensure that the appearance of buildings form a pattern which reflects the traditional urban form of 

the Borough, by maintaining and creating new building lines and giving a coherent form to the 
spaces enclosed by new buildings. Buildings and features should also be designed to emphasise the 
relative importance of main routes, and of key locations such as important cross-roads, shopping 
centres, or other public gathering places. Policy also seeks to preserve and create those aspects of 
architecture and urban form which contribute to local distinctiveness and character such as plot 
widths, building lines, roofscape and open space (Policy CD28). 

 
• Pay special attention to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of 

each conservation area (Policy CD57). 
 

• Encourage and contribute to the improvement of the environment of conservation areas (Policy 
CD58). 

 
• Ensure the implementation of specific proposals which have been agreed in Conservation Area 

Proposals Statements as resources permit, and in consultation with amenity groups, commercial 
interests and other relevant bodies (Policy CD59). 

 
• Ensure that any development in a conservation area preserves and enhances the character or 

appearance of the area (Policy CD61). 
 

• Ensure that all development in conservation areas is of a high standard of design and is compatible 
with surrounding development in terms of character, scale and pattern, bulk and height, proportion, 
roofscape, materials and landscaping and boundary treatments (Policy CD62). 

 
• Consider the effect of proposals on views identified in the Council’s Conservation Area Proposals 

Statements, and generally within, into, and out of conservation areas, and the effect of development 
on sites adjacent to such areas (Policy CD63). 
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• Require full planning applications in conservation areas where a proposal is likely to affect the 

character or appearance of the conservation area (Policy CD64).  
 
RBKC Core Strategy (2010) seeks to: 
 

• Renew the legacy, not simply to ensure no diminution in the excellence inherited, but to pass to the 
next generation a Borough that is better than today, of the highest quality and inclusive for all. This 
will be achieved by taking great care to maintain, conserve and enhance the glorious built heritage 
we have inherited and to ensure that where new development takes place it enhances the Borough 
(Policy CO5). 

 
• Require all development to respect the existing context, character, and appearance, taking 

opportunities available to improve the quality and character of buildings and the area and the way it 
functions, including being inclusive for all. Development will be required to contribute positively to 
the townscape and historic fabric (Policy CL1). 

 
• Require development to preserve and to take opportunities to enhance the character or appearance of 

conservation areas, historic places, spaces and townscapes, and their settings. Within conservation 
areas the Council will require full planning applications, and will resist substantial demolition unless 
it’s demonstrated that a building makes no positive contribution to character/appearance of an area 
or a scheme for redevelopment has been approved (Policy CL3). 

 
ECWKOA SPD The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD sets out: 

 
• Proposals should preserve or enhance the character and appearance of Brompton Cemetery as a 

Conservation Area, the setting of listed buildings, a registered ‘park and garden’ of special historic 
interest (Grade II* listed) and Metropolitan Open Land and ensure that the character and appearance 
of nearby Conservation Areas is either preserved or enhanced (UD4.2). 
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• Proposals should integrate into the surrounding area by sensitively incorporating the existing 

buildings that remain on the edges of the Opportunity Area into new urban Blocks (Key Principle 
UD4.3). 

 
Transport, Accessibility and Parking 
National Planning Policy 
 

PPG13: Transport (April 2001)  
 
PPG13 seeks to “ntegrate planning and transport to promote more sustainable transport choices; promote accessibility 
to jobs, shopping, leisure facilities and services by public transport and cycling, and; reduce the need to travel, 
especially by car”. By influencing factors such as the location, scale, density, design and mix of land uses, planning 
can help reduce the need to travel and the length of journeys while promoting sustainable modes of travel such as 
transport, walking and cycling. Specifically, major transport generating development and uses (including offices, retail, 
commercial, leisure, hospitals and conference facilities) should be located near public transport interchanges so that the 
fullest use can be made of this infrastructure. Wherever possible, a mix of uses, including residential, should be 
combined to achieve this level of use. 
 

Regional Planning Policy 
 

London Plan (2008) seeks to: 
 

• Ensure the integration of transport and development by: 
 

o Encouraging patterns and forms of development that reduce the need to travel especially by 
car. 

o Improving public transport capacity and accessibility, where it is needed, for areas of 
greatest demand and areas designated for development and regeneration. 

o Supporting high trip generating development only at locations with high levels of public 
transport accessibility and capacity, sufficient to meet the transport requirements of the 
development.  Parking provision should reflect the levels of public transport accessibility 
(Policy 3C.1). 
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• Support measures that encourage shifts to more sustainable modes and appropriate demand 

management (Policy 3C.3). 
 

• Improve provision of bus services, cycling and pedestrian facilities and local means of transport to 
improve accessibility to jobs and services for the residents of deprived areas (Policy 3C.3). 

 
• Improve links between London and the surrounding regions (Policy 3C.5). 

 
• Improve the strategic public transport system by extending the East London Line and other 

enhancements to the London Overground network, which incorporates the West London Line, 
towards completion of an orbital rail network (Policy 3C.12). 

 
• Ensure road scheme proposals contribute to economic regeneration and development, provide a net 

benefit to London’s environment, improve safety and conditions and integrate with local and 
strategic land use planning policies (Policy 3C.16). 

 
The draft Replacement London Plan (2009) seeks to: 
 

• Encourage patterns and forms of development that reduce the need to travel especially by car using 
the maximum car parking standards set out in Table 6.1. 

 
• Improve public transport capacity and accessibility, for areas of greatest demand minimum cycle 

standards in Table 6.2. 
 

• Support high trip generating development only at locations with high levels of public transport 
accessibility and capacity. 

 
• Improve interchange between different forms of transport. 
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• Increase the use of the Blue Ribbon Network. 

 
• Support measures that encourage shifts to more sustainable modes and appropriate demand 

management. 
 

• Promote greater use of low carbon technology to reduce CO2 and other contributors to global 
warming. 

 
• Promote walking by ensuring an improved urban realm (Policy 6.1). 

 
• Increase the capacity of public transport in London over the plan period by securing funding for 

and implementing the schemes and improvements set out in Table 6.3 (Policy 6.2). 
 
The Mayor will seek to improve the public transport system and capacity in London by implementing the adopted 
Transport Strategy (May 2010). 
 

• Implementing Crossrail. 
 

• Completing upgrades to/and extending the London Underground network. 
 
• Implementing a high frequency London-wide service on the national rail network. 

 
• Enhancing the different elements of the London Overground network to implement an orbital rail 

network. 
 
The Mayors’ Transport Strategy was adopted in May 2010. It forms part of a strategic policy framework to support and 
shape the economic and social development of London over the next 20 years. It sets out the Mayor’s transport vision 
and describes how Transport for London and its partners, including the London Borough’s will deliver that vision. The 
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Mayor’s vision will require a transport system with enhanced capacity and connectivity. The strategy includes a 
number of key goals: 
 

• Support economic development and population growth. 
 
• Enhance the quality of life for all Londoners. 

 
• Improve the safety and security of all Londoners. 

 
• Improve transport opportunities for all Londoners. 

 
• Reduce transport’s contribution to climate change. 

 
LBHF Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

LBHF UDP (as amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Restrain development which will not, in terms of its design and layout, facilitate ease of access by 
disabled people and others with impaired mobility, to and from public transport facilities and car 
parking areas that directly serve the development, to town centres and local neighbourhoods, and to 
schools, local shops and services. Proposals to enable ease of access to public transport services and 
facilities will be welcomed and encouraged (Policy TN4). 

 
• Restrain development that will not, in terms of its design and layout, facilitate direct, convenient and 

safe walking routes to town centres and local neighbourhoods, and to schools, local shops and 
services and public transport facilities (Policy TN5). 

 
• Restrain development that will not, in terms of its design and layout, provide for direct, convenient, 

safe and secure facilities for cyclists as appropriate to the nature and scale of the development, 
together with cycle parking and (other than in the case of residential development) changing 
facilities in accordance with development standard. Where appropriate land will be safeguarded for 

 62 

the formation of the London Cycle Network and complementary local cycle networks (Policy TN6). 
 

•  Regulate development affecting the borough’s road network according to the councils hierarchy of 
roads (Policy TN8). 

 
• Assess all development proposals for their contribution to traffic generation and their impact on 

congestion, particularly on bus routes and on the primary road network, and against the present and 
potential availability of public transport, and its capacity to meet increased demand. Where a 
development is expected to generate more than a specific number of trips per day, or during peak 
hours, the council will require a Transport Impact Assessment (TIA) to be submitted. Details of the 
TIA methodology/requirements (Policy TN13). 

 
•  Ensure any proposed development (new build or change of use) to conform to its approved car 

parking standards as a condition of granting planning permission (Policy TN15). 
 

• Resist provision of parking in forecourts and front gardens where the road to which access is 
required has a night-time on street parking stress of 90% or more, provision of a footway crossover 
could jeopardise safety of pedestrians and cyclists, or where such parking would be out of character 
with the streetscape (Policy TN15A). 

 
• Resist development if it would give rise to, or add to, overcrowding on public transport services, 

unless measures are included to improve such services to a level sufficient to service the 
development without increasing overcrowding, and so that they are sufficiently attractive to provide 
an acceptable alternative to car use (TN21). 

 
•  Safeguard certain areas of land (as shown on the proposals map) for future transport schemes 

(Policy TN23). 
 

•  Require development proposals for public buildings, hotels, etc. make full provision for access by 
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coaches and taxis which should not impinge on existing bus servicing arrangements or road safety in 
the vicinity (Policy TN24). 

 
 
LBHF Core Strategy Submission Version (2010) seeks to: 
 

•  Relate the intensity of development to public transport accessibility and highway capacity, whilst 
securing access improvements for all, and particularly those with disabilities and ensuring 
appropriate parking is provided to meet the essential needs to the development without impacting on 
the quality of the urban environment (Policy T1). 

 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

•  Promote walking and to improve the pedestrian environment (Policy STRAT 25). 
 
• Promote cycling and to provide comprehensively for cyclists (Policy STRAT 26). 
 
• Monitor regularly demand in the Controlled Parking Zone and periodically review its operation, 

including regulations for the issue of residents’ permits, taking account of the supply of on-street 
and public off-street parking space (Policy STRAT 36). 

• Ensure that high trip-generating development is located in areas well served by public transport in 
conjunction with other policies of the Plan (Policy TR1). 

 
• Maintain and improve footways to provide a safe and attractive environment for pedestrians (Policy 

TR3). 
 

• Protect existing footpaths and encourage provision of new direct pedestrian routes and accesses 
when assessing all development proposals (Policy TR4). 

 

 64 

•  Ensure, when considering proposals for development, that cycle routes are provided where 
necessary to improve accessibility through the site and/or to connect it with the existing cycle 
networks (Policy TR8). 

 
•  Require, where appropriate, the provision of cycle parking facilities in residential and commercial 

developments and at other suitable locations (Policy TR9). 
 

• Require, where appropriate, coach facilities for the dropping-off and picking-up of passengers at 
new hotel developments and at extensions to existing hotels (Policy TR18). 

 
• Encourage the provision of coach parking at off-street locations sufficiently convenient for major 

hotels and public attractions (Policy TR19). 
 
• Resist the loss of off-street coach parking (Policy TR20). 

 
• Oppose proposals which may encourage unnecessary traffic to use Minor Roads (Policy TR27). 

 
• Support proposals which help relieve the Earl’s Court One-Way System of long distance traffic 

without leading to an increase in the total volume of traffic (Policy TR29). 
 

• Maintain the number of pay and display parking spaces in areas where off-street parking for visitors 
is limited (Policy TR32). 

 
• Assess the impact of new development on public transport infrastructure, the highway and on the 

environment (Policy TR35). 
 

• Resist development which would result in: any material increase in traffic, parking, or congestion on 
roads or public transport; any decrease in road safety; or any unacceptable environment 
consequences (Policy TR36). 
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•  Negotiate developer contributions from related developments for improvements to transport services 

and facilities, including those to public transport services, walking and cycling facilities and to 
improvements to the pedestrian environment, particularly around public transport nodes (Policy 
TR37). 

 
• Limit the number of off-street parking spaces provided in non- residential development to meet 

essential need only, in accordance with specific standards and criteria (Policy TR38). 
 
• Resist the formation of new accesses on the Major Roads (Policy TR40). 

 
• Normally require designated off-street service space for development schemes (Policy TR41). 

 
• Require new residential development to include off street parking up to the maximum standards 

adopted by the council except: in easily accessible locations such as town centres; which provide 
housing for elderly, students or single people where demand is likely to be low for car parking; 
where it involves the conversion of buildings which may mean that off-street parking is less likely to 
be successfully designed in the scheme; and where the building is of architectural/historic interest 
and parking can be less successfully designed into the scheme (Policy TR42). 

 
• Resist development which would result in the loss of off-street residential parking (Policy TR43). 

 
• Normally resist development which would result in the net loss of on-street residents’ parking 

(Policy TR44). 
 

• Resist the development of helicopter facilities which would result in increased noise over the 
Borough and increased pressure on the transport networks within the Borough (Policy TR45). 

 
RBKC Core Strategy (2010) seeks to: 
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•  Deliver better travel choices by making walking, cycling and public transport to be safe, easy, 

attractive and inclusive for all and preferred by residents and visitors to private car ownership and 
use (Policy CO3 and CA 7). 

 
• Require high trip generating development to be located in areas of the Borough where public 

transport accessibility has a PTAL score of 4 or above and where there is sufficient public transport 
capacity, or that will achieve PTAL 4 and provide sufficient capacity as a result of committed 
improvements to public transport (Policy CT1). 

 
• Ensure development will not result in any material increase in traffic congestion or on-street parking 

pressure, and require all new additional residential development to be permit free, with any car 
parking provided to be at or below the adopted car parking standards. Policy will also require that 
parking in non-residential developments is for essential need only (Policy CT1).  

 
• Require cycle parking, showering and changing facilities in new development (Policy CT1). 

 
• Require improvements to the walking and cycling environment, including securing pedestrian and 

cycle links through new developments (Policy CT1). 
 

• Require new development to incorporate measures to improve road safety, and in particular the 
safety of pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists, and resist development that compromises road 
safety, and require Transport Assessments and Travel Plans for larger developments (Policy CT1). 

 
• Ensure that new developments provide or contribute toward improvements to public transport 

services, and access to them, giving priority to north-south bus links and areas that currently have 
lower levels of accessibility (Policy CT1). 

 
•  Require that where a development creates new on-street parking it is managed so that parking 
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demand is controlled and the need for off-street parking is minimised (Policy CT1). 
 

•  Ensure that development does not reduce access to, or the attractiveness of, existing footways and 
footpaths used by the public, or land over which the public have a right of way (Policy CT1). 

 
RBKC SPD Transport 
 
The SPD sets out the Council’s Transport standards for parking, servicing and highway improvements in new or 
converted developments. The SPD consists of two parts, the first of which deals with transport related planning policy 
matters that will need to be addressed for all relevant planning applications and the second part deals with those 
elements of development that require consideration under the Highways Act 1980 and other legislation, in addition to 
planning legislation. 
 

ECWKOA SPD The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD sets out: 
 

• Proposals should integrate into the surrounding area by extending existing street network into the 
Opportunity Area (UD1.2). 

 
• Streets should be designed to encourage people to walk and cycle (UD3.4). 

 
• Cycle parking should be increased and include the TfL Cycle Hire Scheme (Key Principle TRN4). 

 
•  All streets within the Opportunity Area should be cycle and pedestrian friendly (Key Principle 

TRN5). 
 

•  Development should deliver improvements to all three stations to accommodate any increase in 
passenger numbers (Key principle TRN7). 

 
•  Development should not result in unacceptable levels of overcrowding or delay on the LUL or National Rail 
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network as a result of the development (Key principle TRN8). 
 

•  Development in the Opportunity Area should not result in excessive crowding on, or reduce the 
reliability of, bus services (Key principle TRN9). 

Sustainability and Energy 
National Planning Policy 
 

Planning Policy Statement 1 - Delivering Sustainable Development (January 2005) seeks to facilitate and promote 
sustainable and inclusive patterns of development by making land available for development in line with economic, 
social and environmental objectives to improve people’s quality of life; contributing to sustainable economic 
development; protecting and enhancing the natural and historic environment and existing communities; and ensuring 
high quality development through good inclusive design, and the efficient use of resources. 
 
Planning Policy Statement - Planning and Climate Change - Supplement to Planning Policy Statement 1 
(December 2007) - this document sets out how the planning system should contribute to reducing emissions and 
stabilising climate change, emphasising the fundamental importance of planning in delivering sustainable 
development. The UK Government’s Energy White Paper aims “to put the UK on a path to cut its carbon dioxide 
emissions by some 60% by 2050, with real progress by 2020”. 
 
Planning Policy Statement 22 - Renewable Energy (August 2004) – Support is given for on-site renewables where it 
is viable given the type of development proposed, its location, and design. Increased development of renewable energy 
resources is considered to be vital to facilitating the delivery of the Government’s commitment on both climate change 
and renewable energy. 
 
Building a Greener Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development (December 2006), prepared by the Department of 
Communities and Local Government demonstrates the step change required in ‘Part L’ of the Building Regulations to 
achieve zero carbon housing. 
 
Code for Sustainable Homes (October 2008) provides a measured level of sustainability performance of housing 
developments and sets mandatory requirements for carbon dioxide emissions. 
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Regional Planning Policy 
 

London Plan (2008) seeks to: 
 

• Ensure developments make the fullest contribution to the mitigation of and adaption to climate 
change and to minimise emissions of carbon dioxide (Policy 4A.1). 

 
• Ensure future developments meet the highest standards of sustainable design and construction.  This 

will include measures to: 
 

o Make most effective use of land and buildings 
o Reduce carbon dioxide to climate change 
o Design new buildings for flexible use throughout their lifetime. 
o Minimise energy use 
o Supply energy efficiently and incorporate decentralized energy systems, and use renewable 

energy where feasible 
o Promote sustainable waste (Policy 4A.3) 

 
• Require an assessment of energy demand and carbon dioxide emissions from proposed major 

developments, which should demonstrate the expected energy and carbon dioxide emission savings 
from the energy efficiency and renewable energy measures incorporated in the development, 
including the feasibility of CHP/CCHP and community heating systems (Policy 4A.4). 

 
• Ensure developments evaluate combined heat, cooling, and power (CCHP) and combined heat and 

power (CHP) systems and where a new CCHP/CHP system is installed as part of a new 
development, examine opportunities to extend the scheme beyond the site boundary (Policy 4A.6). 

 
• Adopt a presumption that developments will achieve a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions of 

20% from a site renewable energy generation (Policy 4A.7). 
 
The draft Replacement London Plan (2009) seeks to: 
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• In accordance with the energy hierarchy, ensure all major development proposals meet the minimum 

targets for carbon dioxide emissions reduction in buildings on site and demonstrated in a detailed 
energy statement (Policy 5.2). 

 
• Ensure future developments meet the highest standards of sustainable design and construction and 

are integral to the proposal.  This will include measures to: 
 

o Minimise carbon dioxide emissions; 
 

o Avoid internal overheating, pollution and impacts from natural hazards; 
 

o Make efficient use of natural resources; 
 

o Minimise the generation of waste and maximise reuse or recycling;  
 

o Secure sustainable procurement of materials; and  
 

o Promote and protect biodiversity and green infrastructure (Policy 5.3). 
 

• Ensure developments evaluate combined heat and power (CHP) systems and where a new CHP 
system is appropriate; examine opportunities to extend the scheme beyond the site boundary. Major 
development proposals should select energy systems in accordance with the following hierarchy: 

 
o Connection to existing heating or cooling networks; 
o Site wide CHP network; 
o Communal heating and cooling; (Policy 5.6). 

 
• Reduce carbon dioxide emissions through the use of onsite renewable energy generation should be 
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provided where feasible (Policy 5.7) 
 
Sustainable Design and Construction – The London Plan Supplementary Planning Guidance (2006) provides 
detailed guidance associated with Policy 4A.3 of the London Plan.  The document contains the Mayor’s essential and 
preferred standards for achieving sustainable design and construction.  It also identifies several methodologies that can 
be used to measure and demonstrate sustainability. 
 
The Mayor’s Energy Strategy (2004) provides a vision and strategic framework for the Mayor’s energy policy as set 
out in the London Plan.  Delivery of this strategy comprises the combined approach of: 
 

• Reducing London’s contribution to climate change by minimising emissions of CO2 from all sectors 
through energy efficiency, CHP/CCHP, renewable energy and hydrogen. 

 
• Helping to eliminate fuel poverty by giving Londoners, particularly the most vulnerable groups, 

access to affordable warmth. 
 
• Contributing to London’s economy by increasing job opportunities, delivering sustainable energy 

and improving London’s housing and other building stock. 
 

LBHF Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

LBHF UDP (as amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Only permit development which may cause pollution where: the pollutants released into water, soil 
or air will not cause unacceptable harm to peoples health and safety, the natural environment or the 
landscape; it will not pose a risk through contamination on site or roads around the site; it would not 
cause nuisance from smoke, fumes, gases, dust, steam heat, light, vibration, smell, noise or other 
polluting emissions; it would not have significant adverse impact on road safety or traffic flows; it 
would now have damaging impact on other land uses; and it would not restrict types of new 
development in the vicinity or impose special conditions on them (EN20A).  
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LBHF Core Strategy Submission Version (2010) seeks to: 
 

• Reduce Carbon Emissions and Resource Use and adapt to Climate Change Impacts and requires 
developments to make the fullest possible contribution to the mitigation of and adaptation to climate 
change. Carbon emissions will be reduced by ensuring developments minimise their energy use, 
make use of energy from efficient sources and use renewable energy where feasible. Developments 
will also be required to be designed and constructed to take account of the increasing risks of 
flooding, drought and heatwaves (Policy CC1). 

 
• Support measures to protect and enhance the environmental quality of the borough including 

harmful emissions to land, air and water and the remediation of contaminated land. It will work with 
partner organisations to help deliver this. Measures will be taken to manage the distribution of 
noise-making and noise-sensitive developments in the borough, and the development of land will be 
managed to minimise the potential harm of contaminated sites (Policy CC4). 

 
LBHF SPD: Energy 

 
• The SPD sets out guidance so that development proposals are designed to promote energy efficiency 

and will not cause harm in terms of visual impact, peoples health and safety, air quality and odour, 
dust, water protection, noise, access, traffic generation and nature conservation. 

 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Resist development which would have an unacceptable impact on air quality (Policy PU1). 
 

• Resist development leading to pollution that would have an unacceptable impact on amenity (Policy 
PU2). 

 
• Encourage the re-use of construction materials in development schemes (Policy PU14). 
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RBKC Core Strategy (2010) seeks to: 
 

• Respect environmental limits through the mitigation of, and adaption to, climate change; 
significantly reduce carbon dioxide emissions; maintain low and further reduce car use; carefully 
manage flood risk and waste; protect and attract biodiversity; improve air quality; and reduce and 
control noise within the Borough (Policy CO7).   

 
• Require an assessment to demonstrate that all new buildings and extensions of 800m² or more 

residential development or 1,000m² or more non-residential achieve the following Code for 
Sustainable Homes / BREEAM standards: residential development will be expected to reach Code 
for Sustainable Homes Level 4 up to 2012, Level 5 between 2013-2015 and Level 6 2016 onwards; 
non-residential development will be expected to achieve BREEAM excellent up to 2015 and 
outstanding from 2016 onwards (Policy CE1). 

 
• Require an assessment to demonstrate that the entire dwelling where subterranean extensions are 

proposed meets EcoHomes Very Good (at design and post construction) with 40% of the credits 
achieved under the Energy, Water and Materials sections, or comparable when BREEAM for 
refurbishment is published (Policy CE1). 

 
• Require that carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions are reduced to meet the Code for 

Sustainable Homes, EcoHomes and BREEAM standards (Policy CE1). 
 

• Require the provision of a Combined Cooling, Heat and Power plant, or similar, which is of a 
suitable size to service the planned development and contribute as part of a district heat and energy 
network for strategic site allocations such as Earls Court (Policy CE1). 

 
• Require all CCHP plant or similar to connect to, or be able to connect to, other existing or planned 

CCHP plant or similar to form a district heat and energy network (Policy CE1).  
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• Require development to connect into any existing district heat and energy network, where the 

necessary service or utility infrastructure is accessible to that development (Policy CE1). 
 

• Require, in due course, development to further reduce carbon dioxide emissions and mitigate or 
adapt to climate change, especially from the existing building stock, through financial contributions, 
planning conditions and extending or raising the Code for Sustainable Homes and BREEAM 
standards for other types of development (Policy CE1 and CA 7). 

 
ECWKOA SPD The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD sets out: 

 
• Development should contribute to reducing carbon emissions in accordance with the hierarchy of 

energy efficient buildings, supplying energy efficiently and using renewable energy (Key Principle 
ENV1). 

  
• A decentralised energy system and associated heat network should be implemented for the 

development. The energy centre (or centres) should meet the needs of subsequent phases of 
development with the potential to meet the needs of the surrounding area in the future (Key 
Principle ENV3). 

 
•  Energy assessments must be submitted with major planning applications and demonstrate how draft 

replacement London Plan (2010) targets are met (Key Principle ENV4). 
 

• Renewable energy should be considered to address any shortfall in decentralised energy production. 
The suitability of renewable energy measures will be assessed having regard to their viability, 
location and impacts such as noise, air quality, visual appearance and biodiversity (Key Principle 
ENV5). 

 
• Development in the Opportunity Area should incorporate a range of measures to ensure it is resilient 
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and adaptable to climate change (Key Principle ENV6). 
Waste 
National Planning Policy Planning Policy Statement 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management 2005 

 
PPS10 has many key objectives, the most relevant of which includes addressing waste as a potential resource, viewing 
disposal as the last option, encouraging communities to take responsibility for their own waste and ensuring the design 
and layout of new development supports sustainable waste management. 
 

Regional Planning Policy London Plan 2008 
 
London Plan policy 4A.28 for Construction, Excavation and Demolition Waste encourages the minimisation of these 
types of waste and the associated environmental impacts.  It also encourages local authorities to require site waste 
management plans to plan for efficient materials and waste handling. 
 
The draft Replacement London Plan (2009) 
 
Policy 5.16 outlines that the The Mayor will work with relevant bodies to manage as much of London’s waste within 
London as practicable, create positive environmental impacts from waste processing, work towards zero waste to 
landfill by 2031, minimising waste and encouraging the reuse of and reduction in the use of materials 
 

LBHF Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

LBHF UDP (as amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Refuse development unless suitable facilities are incorporated for the storage and collection of 
segregated waste in accordance with development standard (Policy EN17). 

 
LBHF Core Strategy Submission Version (2010) seeks to: 
 

• Promote sustainable waste behaviour, including sustainable demolition, in new and existing 
developments, whilst ensuring that all developments provide suitable waste and recycling storage 
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facilities. Where possible, the movement of waste and recyclable materials by sustainable means of 
transport, including the Grand Union Canal, will be encouraged (Policy CC3). 

 
LBHF SPD: The Storage of Refuse and Recyclables 2007 
 

• The Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) provides guidance on the facilities that are required 
and the information the council expects developers to provide on waste and recycling storage when 
submitting a planning application. The emphasis of the SPD is on provision of waste and recycling 
facilities at source to serve local needs and minimise any detrimental impacts on the environment. 
The council expects developers to take account of the advice in this guidance document in preparing 
planning applications. 

 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) seeks: 
 

• Require the provision of adequate and accessible storage space in all appropriate developments to 
enable refuse to be easily collected for disposal and recycling (Policy PU11). 

 
• Promote the provision of suitable recycling collection sites throughout the Borough (Policy PU13). 

 
RBKC Core Strategy (2010) seeks: 
 

• On-site waste management facilities to handle waste arising from the new uses of the site (including 
recycling facilities and/or anaerobic digestion), which may be provided within LBHF as part of the 
masterplanning process conducted in the preparation of the SPD but must benefit development in 
the Royal Borough (Policy CA 7). 

 
• Meet the waste apportionment figure as set out in the London Plan and will ensure that waste is 

managed in accordance with the waste hierarchy, which is to reduce, reuse or recycle waste as close 
as possible to where it is produced (Policy CE3). 
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• Require on-site waste management facilities as part of development at Kensal and Earl's Court to 

handle waste arising from the new uses on the site (this could include facilities such as recycling 
facilities and anaerobic digestion) (Policy CE3). 

 
• Require provision of adequate refuse and recycling storage space which allows for ease of collection 

in all developments, and require development proposals to make use of rails and the waterway 
network for the transportation of construction waste and other waste (Policy CE3). 

 
• Require applicants for major developments to prepare and implement Site Waste Management Plans 

for demolition and construction waste (Policy CE3). 
 

ECWKOA SPD 
 

The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD sets out: 
 

• Residential development within the Opportunity Area should meet draft replacement London Plan 
(2010) targets of a 20 percent reduction in household waste by 2031 and 60 percent recycling of 
municipal waste by 2031 (Key Principle ENV10). 

 
• Domestic waste collection systems should maximise recycling and waste diversion at source (e.g. in 

kitchens), be cost effective, integrate with current LBHF and RBKC waste collection systems and 
infrastructure. Green waste diversion and composting should be accommodated along with 
provision of refuse and recycling storage areas. Bulky waste collection areas should be provided for 
major schemes (Key Principle ENV11). 

 
• LBHF’s SPD ‘Storage of Refuse and Recyclables’ and RBKC’s ‘Wastescape Design Guide’ should 

guide the design of any waste and recycling storage facilities (Key Principle ENV12) 
 

• The provision of a centralised waste management facility should be investigated as part of Waste 
Strategy for the Opportunity Area (Key Principle ENV13). 
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• A Site Waste Management Plans should be provided (Key Principle ENV14). 

 
• Non-regulatory and education based approaches, should be implemented on an Opportunity Area 

wide as part of an integrated approach towards waste minimisation (Key Principle ENV15). 
 

• Consideration should be given to green waste and kitchen waste collection to support a community 
led composting scheme and the feasibility of anaerobic digestion should be investigated (Key 
Principle ENV16). 

 
Contamination 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

LBHF UDP (as amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Monitor planning permission for development involving the use, movement or storage of a 
hazardous substance, which will not be granted if there would be additional risk to the health or 
safety of users of the site, occupants of neighbouring land or the environment (EN20D). 

 
LBHF Core Strategy Submission Version (2010) seeks to: 
 

• Manage the development of land to minimise the potential harm of contaminated sites and where 
appropriate, ensure that mitigation measures are put in place (Policy CC4). 

 
RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 

RBKC UDP (amended 2007) seeks to: 
 

• Require developers to submit information in association with development proposals on land that 
might be contaminated, setting out a full assessment of the condition of the land, and to specify 
adequate measures to negate or minimise the effects of the contamination of the proposed 
development and adjacent land (Policy PU3). 
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improvements, should be given the highest priority (Policy 8.2). 
 

RBKC Local Planning 
Policy and 
Supplementary Planning 
Documents 
 

RBKC SPD Planning Obligations 
 
This Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) has been prepared to set out the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea’s approach, to policies and procedures in respect of planning obligations and taken forward within Section 106 
Agreements. The SPD comprises 3 parts, which set out 1) general principles, 2), annexes A-G which set out the range 
of obligations required for developments and their policy justification, and 3), when obligations will be sought, and at 
what level.  

 
RBKC SPG Construction and Training 
 
The SPG sets out the policy framework related to the use of planning obligations to achieve construction training; to 
set out the benefits associated with construction training and to provide best practice guidelines for the provision of 
construction training. 
 

ECWKOA SPD The Earls Court and West Kensington Opportunity Area draft SPD seeks: 
 

• The provision of a skill shop located in a focal point should be included as part of the 
comprehensive redevelopment of the OA (Key Principle EDS10). 

 
• Any application should be supported by a Local Labour, Skills and Employment Strategy and an 

Employment, Training and Education Action Plan, to ensure that local residents are provided with 
the opportunities for employment in the Opportunity Area (Key Principle EDS11 and EDS12). 

 
• Any application should be supported by evidence demonstrating any current or future mechanisms 

that will be employed to ensure that local businesses benefit from the construction and successive 
use of any development (Key Principle EDS13). 

 


