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3.7: Character Areas
3.7.9 Residential Square
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Introduction

Within the masterplan there are 6 residential quarters: Gibbs Green, Thaxton Square, Whitley Green,
West Whitley Green, Counters Green and West Counters Green. The quarters on the eastern side

of the site benefit from and contribute to the open space of the Lost River Park, whereas on the
western side of the site there are three dedicated residential garden squares: Gibbs Green, North End
Gardens and Thaxton Square that alternate along the length of Lillie Gardens and West Kensington
Road.

This section focuses on Gibbs Green garden square, which is representative of the garden squares on
the site, identifying key features and design decisions.

The Challenges

The new square needs to maximise the garden oasis while also providing clear service access

and vehicle / pedestrian circulation. Non-residents should feel welcome to use the space and

the design needs to maintain the privacy threshold to the surrounding dwellings. The new square
and the adjacent open space need o provide physical and visual connections to the Broadway
while maintaining a character specific to this square. The new square needs to provide a space
for residents and visitors alike to pass through, rest, meet and play. Routes through the square need
to be simple and provide flexibility of permeability to encourage footfall through rather than only
around the perimeter.

fig 3.7.76: lllustrative view of garden square
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The Vision

The vision for the square is based on the traditional London square typology found elsewhere within
RBKC and LBHF providing more than just an open space but a centre and focus for the residential
quarter. These squares will be green lungs for the community, providing visual respite from built form
and an external room to inhabit.

The formal composition of green space is to provide the potential for informal play, community
allotments, SuDS, biodiversity, relaxation and a meeting place for residents and visitors alike.

The Precedents

The concept for the residential square has come out of our analysis of RBKC and LBHF and the
understanding of the London residential square. The individual character of each residential square
will vary according to their location and surrounding building typologies and uses.

fig 3.7.79: Garden square precedent fig 3.7.80: Garden square precedent
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The Layout

Gibbs Green, the most northern of the three squares, accessed from West Kensington Road / Lillie
Gardens and has access to the Broadway via a secondary green space. A more detailed study
has been carried out on this square and information can be seen in the illustrative material at the
end of this chapter. A privacy zone has been allocated at the threshold to the buildings, with a
single direction roadway for vehicle access. The green square has been maximized by reducing the
carriageway and the layering of the landscaping considered to the public / private interfaces. The
square itself will be open to the public during the day, with railings and planting enabling it to be
locked at night if required.

North End Gardens, to the north of the High Street, has a similar landscape link to the Broadway as
Gibbs Green, but differs from the northern square as one of the tall buildings has a corner enfrance
on the south east of the square.

Thaxton Square, to the south of the High Street has a tall building entrance similar to North End

Gardens. This garden square can provide informal outdoor / play space for the potential school
during school hours, and open to the public the remainder of the time.

Movement, Circulation and Access

The north-south route West Kensington Road / Lillie Gardens connects all three of the garden squares.

This road is 15m wide between buildings for limited stretches with a ém vehicular carriageway,
opening up info the garden squares. A vehicular route is required around each of the squares for
access to all dwellings (and associated refuse collection / fire access) — this is fo be one way in an
anfi-clockwise direction for Gibbs Green garden square. Visitor parking is to be provided adjacent to
the green square edge with basement parking below for all the residents.

All the squares provide access for all and there are no significant gradient changes to overcome.
Pedestrian movement through and around the squares in encouraged, and while they are not on
a designated cycle route, it is infended that cyclists will use the vehicular route to pass around the
squares.

Townscape, Massing and Scale

The massing around Gibbs Green is between 7 and 10 storeys with setbacks at high level. There is a
focus building at the north of the square that commands the space by its exposure rather than ifs
height.

North End Gardens has between 10 and 15 storeys to the north and west, with the lower massing
to the west providing sunlight info the square. The square has a diagonal relafionship with the tall
building to the south east.

Thaxton Square has lower massing to the south and west, to provide sunlight into the square. As with
North End Gardens, the square has a diagonal relationship with the tall building to the north east.

The intention is to infroduce variety and choice within the mix of residential types and this in furn will
express variety in the facades of buildings relating to the space.
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3.7: The Character Areas

Land Use

Each of the garden squares is set amongst residential buildings with associated residential support
services. The only additional use to this is that Thaxton Square has the potential for a primary school
with associated nursery located adjacent o it along the northern edge with the potential to use the
square for recreational space. The close proximity of the southern two squares to the High Street is
likely to impact on footfall, but the uses surrounding the squares are sfill residential focused.

The images on the following 2 pages are illustrative images to give an indication of what the garden
square could be like.
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fig 3.7.81: lllustrative view of garden square
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