
61Earls Court Project Application 1  |  Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea  |  Design and Access Statement  |  June 2011

The buildings on the site have been assessed and the 
following buildings / structures are to be retained within the 
development. 

LUL and Network Rail Infrastructure

The Earls Court Development Site is criss-crossed to the north 
and east by a number of London Underground Limited (LUL) 
railway lines.

The LUL District Line has three branches. The main branch 
from Ealing traverses from West Kensington station in the 
north-west corner of the Earls Court Development Site to Earls 
Court Station. Another branch from Earls Court Station heads 
northwards towards Olympia. A further branch heads south 
to West Brompton station and onwards to Wimbledon. To the 
north, the lines are generally at surface level but drop down 
into a series of covered ways to pass under each other, the 
WLL, and the EC1 and EC2 Exhibition Centres.

The LUL Piccadilly Line roughly follows the District Line’s West 
Kensington Branch, to Earls Court station in an underground 
twin tunnel at about -10.7m OD.

LUL also operates a service facility, the Lillie Road Depot, 
which is linked to the branches of the District Line. The current 
Depot will be removed, in its place it is proposed to provide 
space for a new Stabling facility on the Development Site to 
be fitted-out by LUL.

Network Rail’s West London Line (WLL) runs approximately 
north-south along the boundary line of the Boroughs. The line 
is generally open, with the exception of the area covered 
by the existing deck to the EC2 Exhibition Centre. This line is 
used for both passenger (London Overground) and freight 
traffic. The proposed covering of the WLL defines the space to 
accommodate the Lost River Park.

The Empress State Building

The Empress State building was designed by Stone, Toms & 
Partners and completed in 1961. It was originally built as an 
office block and was leased by the government for Admiralty 
Offices.  It was laster occupied by MI6 before housing its 
current occupants, the Metropolitan Police Service and TfL.

The building was recently refurbished from 2001-2003 by 
Wilkinson Eyre who added a 5.5m deep extension to the 
southern elevation from floors 3-26 and a new 3 storey 
extension to the top including a rotating observation 
restaurant.

The building is named after the Empress Hall which formerly 
stood on the site and is an important West London landmark 
with a distinctive ‘Y’ shaped plan and wide building silhouette. 
It is cited in the Draft SPD as a ‘notable building’ and 
‘important to aid navigation and way finding’.
 
Retaining the building will provide an important link to the 
history of the site and a recognisable sky-line feature for the 
development.

The Empress State Building is a distinctive landmark on the West 
London skyline. However, it is very broad in relation to its height 
and as a result it is proportionally weak and lacks elegance as 
a standalone tower in views from the surrounding conservation 
areas. The base of the tower is not well integrated with the 
surrounding streetscape. It its within an expanse of under-
populated open space and surface parking and there is no 
public permeability through the site.
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Earls Court Station Pedestrian Subway and Ticket Hall

An existing disused ticket hall serving Earls Court Underground 
station sits within the boundary of the development. It is 
proposed to retain and reconfigure this existing facility to 
provide an entrance to Earls Court Underground station 
from within the site, offering an additional entrance for 
passengers approaching from the west. An existing escalator 
and pedestrian subway adjoin the ticket hall which leads 
passengers to the District and Piccadilly Line platforms. A 
number of fixtures and fittings of heritage value feature 
throughout the space; it is intended to maintain and integrate 
these features in to the new proposals.

The team have met with English Heritage (EH) and Transport 
for London (TfL) to discuss and identify the scope of works 
for the reparation and improvement works required to allow 
this existing disused facility to function in an efficient and 
accessible way.

The development proposes the building of residential 
and retail accommodation above the existing ticket hall 
and escalators. During the design development of the 
reconfigured ticket hall the team will assess the implications 
associated with the proposed buildings above. Areas within 
the ticket hall will be reconfigured to accommodate the 
structural requirements of the proposed, with consideration 
given to the existing adjacent rail infrastructure and heritage 
features. An application for listed building consent for works 
to the ticket hall/escalators/tunnel is currently being prepared 
in collaboration with relevant authorities and will submitted in 
due course. 

fig 2.4.37: The Empress State Buildingfig 2.4.36: Plan of the rail networks and depot fig 2.3.38: Disused Ticket hall to Earls Court Station
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Existing Buildings to be Deconstructed
Earls Court One and Earls Court Two

Earls Court One was designed by the American architect, 
Charles Howard Crane and opened for business in 1937 with 
the Chocolate and Confectionery Exhibition. Earls Court Two 
was added in 1991. Through the years these two venues have 
hosted large staff parties, sporting events and trade shows 
including the Ideal Home Show, the London Book Fair, the 
Good Food Show and the International Horse Show. 

Because of its excellent transport links, Earls Court was selected 
to be the volleyball venue for the London 2012 Olympics. The 
two facilities will be demolished following the conclusion of this 
sporting event.
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West Kensington Station

Opened by the Metropolitan District Railway in 1874 it was 
formally named ‘Fulham - North End’ before being renamed 
West Kensington in 1877.

On 5 May 1878 The Midland Railway began running a 
circuitous service known as the “Super Outer Circle” from St 
Pancras to Earl’s Court via Cricklewood and South Acton. The 
service was not a success and was ended on 30 September 
1880.

The entrance building was rebuilt in 1927. The design, by 
Charles Holden, uses similar materials and finishes to those 
Holden used for the Northern Line’s Morden extension opened 
in 1926.

In the RBKC only development option, the following existing 
buildings will also be retained:

•	 Gibbs Green Estate
•	 West Kensington Estate
•	 Ashfield House
•	 Rootstein Display Mannequin
•	 Kiddi-Caru International Nursery
•	 The Met Collection
•	 175, 175a, 175b, 177a, 177b North End Road
•	 1 to 8 Beaumont Crescent 

fig 2.4.40: Earls Court Onefig 2.4.39: West Kensington Station

fig 2.4.41: West Kensington Estate

fig 2.4.42: Gibbs Green Estate

Existing Residential Estates (site-wide development option 
only)

In total 760 existing homes are spread across the two estates. 
These include 531 social rent tenants, 171 leaseholders and 58 
RSL tenants. 

The LBHF has made a commitment to re-house all the existing 
residents within the development area. Further details on the 
re-housing strategy can be found within the housing strategy 
document.

The estates are solely accessed from the North End Road to 
the west. The council estates are made up of the smaller Gibbs 
Green Estate, opened in the Spring of 1961 and the West 
Kensington Estate built between 1972 and 1974.

The building types vary from houses and maisonettes from 2-4 
storeys to apartments blocks from 4 to 11 storeys.
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The Met Collection (site-wide development option only)

A 3 storey building occupying the corner location of Lillie Road 
and the access to the Empress State Building.

The building houses a museum of Metropolitan Police artefacts 
and deals with historical research and family tree enquiries.  

2.4.5.10

2.4.5.11

fig 2.4.46: The Met Collection

Rootstein Display Mannequin (site-wide development option 
only)

A two storey commercial property located to the northwest of 
the site, the building provides a headquarters and factory for 
the production of display mannequins by Adel Rootstein

Kiddi Caru International Nursery, Piazza Buildings (site-wide 
development option only) 

A two storey building and canopy structure is located opposite 
the base and entrance of Empress State Building and to the 
north of gardens associated with townhouses fronting the Lillie 
Road.
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Ashfield House (site-wide development option only)

Adjacent to the tracks east of West Kensington stands 
the London Underground office building “Ashfield House” 
named in remembrance of Lord Ashfield, Chairman of the 
Underground Group and the London Passenger Transport 
Board, precursors to Transport for London. The 9 storey building 
provides training facilities for its staff.
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fig 2.4.43: Ashfield House fig 2.4.45: Kiddi Caru Day Nursery

fig 2.4.44: Rootstein Display Mannequin

2.4: The Site
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Lillie Bridge Depot and Marshalling Shed (site-wide 
development option only)

This depot was built in 1871 to house MDR trains but when the 
line was electrified in 1905 a new depot was built at Ealing 
Common. Lillie Bridge depot was then used by the Piccadilly 
Line when it opened in 1906 to stable its trains. To reach the 
depot, Piccadilly Line trains ran out of service over the District 
Line tracks between Barons Court and West Kensington. 
This lasted until 1932 when the extension of the Piccadilly 
Line west of Hammersmith enabled a new depot to be built 
at Northfields for Piccadilly Line trains. The depot was then 
transferred to the engineering department.

It is proposed to replace LUL’s existing depot structure at Lillie 
Bridge with a new, realigned stabling facility. The covering 
structure will support the above public realm and, in places, 
new buildings.

Construction of the structure will be phased to ensure 
minimum impact on continuing LUL stabling operations.

Road access will be from the North down a ramp to a 
dedicated LUL parking area.  Pedestrian access will be via a 
stair core.

The new stabling roads will be at approximately +4mAOD 
which is similar to the existing depot. The stabling faciltiy, 
including tracks, is to be fitted out by LUL. It is proposed to 
enclose the new stabling facility within a new structural box. 
The structure of this box will consist of columns supporting a 
roof slab above. The structure will extend along the eastern 
edge of the box to house LUL’s fit out of offices, plant rooms, 
staff accommodation etc.
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Clear Channel Building

A four storey building located on the corner of Warwick Road 
and West Cromwell Road. Its footprint runs in parallel with 
the major road and exhibits 6 advertising boards to passing 
motorists.
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fig 2.4.47: Lillie Bridge Depot and Marshalling Shed fig 2.4.48: Clear Channel Building fig 2.4.50: 1 to 8 Beaumont Crescent

fig 2.4.49 175, 175a, 175b, 177a, 177b North End Road 
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175, 175a, 175b, 177a, 177b North End Road (site-wide 
development option only)

A row of 1 to 2 storey buildings that are positioned adjacent 
to West Kensington on North End Road.  These sit within the 
Barons Court Conservation Area.

1 to 8 Beaumont Crescent (site-wide development option only)

A 4 storey block of flats on Beaumont Crescent that forms part 
of the Gibbs Green estate  This building is within Barons Court 
Conservation Area.
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