
�������������

53Earls Court Project Application 2  |  London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham  |  Design Guidelines  |  June 2011
Properties



Ea
rls

 C
ou

rt
 M

as
te

rp
la

n 
- t

al
l b

ui
ld

in
gs

  · 
 2

01
1

A vibrant re-use of the 
Empress State Building

residential use on upper levels

cultural, leisure and office /commercial 
use at mid level

Concept sketch

retail on ground  
and first floor

green roofs and terraces;
‘hanging garden’

refurbished; with bridges connecting to 
new buildings;

building volume define public squares 
with different characters, for all kinds of 
events, and connected by arcades that 
run through the base of the building; 

The Empress State tower currently sits as a solitary building on 
open space. This conflicts with the masterplan’s principles of 
enclosed street spaces.
Therefore a re-interpretation of the base of the Empress State 
building is necessary.

This illustrative scheme adds three “pebbles” on the three sides 
of the existing Y-shaped tower, thus building up a street scape 
fitting the masterplan. Publicly accessible passages or “arcades” 
are kept between these new buildings and the tower for access to 
the cultural and retail uses as well as general permeability.

The pebbles are terracing back to allow light into the passages 
and the adjacent floorplates. These are planted as a ‘hanging 
garden’, forming a juxtaposition to the metal and glass facade of 
the Empress State tower.

Empress State 
Building

Empress Halls massing

day- and sunlight 
for terraces and 
Empress building

continous 
street edge

continous 
street edge
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