
1.1: Gibbs Green Residential Garden Square (Plots NE01, NE02, BW02)

Gibbs Green Residential Garden Square
Overview:
The illustrative design for the plots relating to Gibbs Green Residential 
Square have been developed to a preliminary level. It responds to 
both plot specific guidelines, site wide principles and the vision for the 
Character Area that it occupies. 

The illustrative design for the buildings surrounding the Residential 
Garden Square have been produced by Paul Davis + Partners and 
the illustrative landscape design, by Patel Taylor Associates.

Plot Essentials
Location:
The study for Gibbs Green Residential Square comprises three plots:

•	 NE01
•	 NE02
•	 BW02

The study, which centres around the Residential Garden Square, 
does not cover these plots in their entirety but rather focuses on the 
buildings and their frontages that relate directly to this garden square 
and associated public realm.

Character Area:
The square and its buildings are located in the Gibbs Green 
Residential Quarter Character Area. The role of the residential garden 
square is to establish a residential identity setting and character. It is to 
be integrated with adjoining public realm, provide publicly accessible 
recreational amenity to residents as well as visual amenity to the 
surrounding streets. 

Access:
West Kensington Road, a tertiary route, is the main north-south access 
route and Cromwell Hill, also a tertiary route provides east-west 
permeability and links directly to the Broadway.
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Plot NE01 forms a boundary with existing properties on Beaumont 
Crescent, with strict guidelines relating to no-construction zones, day-
light and sunlight for existing adjacent properties.

The garden square at the centre of this study is a primary setting in the 
Landscape and Public Realm hierarchy. This setting forms a part of the 
Key Internal View E (refer to Part 2.4: Legibility) which connects Gibbs 
Green to the Broadway and to the Lost River Park.

Use:
The buildings illustrated in this study are residential in use.

Fig. 1.1.3: Site and Plot Specific Information for Gibbs Green

Fig 1.1.1: Location Plan
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Fig 1.1.2: Illustrative View of Gibbs Green Residential Square 
(by Adriette Myburgh)
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Setting
Guideline 2.1.10: Residential Garden Squares
Garden squares will create a focus to residential districts, establishing 
identity and amenity. Communal gardens, pocket parks and 
playspace will establish outside landscape settings. 

Illustrative response:
The communal gardens at the centre of the Gibbs Green 
neighbourhood include playspace, formal and informal landscaping.

The green stitches that connect the residential garden square to the 
Broadway provide a visual link between the two encouraging people 
to visit and use the public open space.

Fig 1.1.5:  Illustrative Proposal for Gibbs Green Residential Square, Paul Davis + PartnersFig 1.1.4:  Birds Eye view of Illustrative Proposal for Gibbs Green Residential Square, Paul Davis + Partners
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e a r l s  c o u r t  m a s t e r p l a n :  r e s i d e n t i a l  s q u a r e  g a r d e n  patel taylor

0 . 3  K e y  p r i n c i p l e s :  V i s t a s  a n d  V i e w s  

0 . 3  K e y  p r i n c i p l e s :  c i r c u l a t i o n  

VIstas anD VIeWs

a visual connection between the lost river and the garden square 
helps to reinforce the connection made by the green stitches. a 
‘jewel’ building pokes its head in to the square creating a visual 
marker to draw you through the space. there is also a visual 
connection between the two green spaces.   

cIrculatIon

a pedestrain connection along the green stitches, strengthens the 
visual connection between the lost river and the garden square. 
a one-way vehicular route around the garden square makes 
referance to a typical london garden square, aids access to the 
buildings and helps to animate the space. a secondary pedestrian  
circuit connects the ammenity space to the West conceptually 
enlarging the extents of the garden square, maximising the impact 
of the green space.

Car Park Entrance

Pedestrian Connections

Vehicular Connections

Guideline 4.9.23: Spatial Structure
The defining generic spatial attributes of the Residential Squares are:

• To be set within an enclosure of residential buildings.
• For the square perimeter to adjoin at least two streets that serve 	
   vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists.
• Perimeter streets lined by building fronts which establish active      	
   street frontages through regular residential entrances
• Mature street trees line the perimeter of the square
• Square perimeter defined by a shared street language of railings   	
   and hedges.

Illustrative response:
The square is surrounded by residential buildings with entrances 
accessed from the square. The square adjoins West Kensington Road 
and Cromwell Hill which provides access towards the north, south and 
Broadway / Lost River Park.

Active street frontages to all four sides of the square are created 
through regular entrances and a rhythm of fenestration, private 
gardens, hedges and trees.

Mature trees are proposed along the edge of West Kensington Road 
shielding the square from traffic and establishing the square as a 
primary setting within the public realm.

Guideline 5.6.21: Thoroughfare through the Development Plot
Tertiary routes shall be provided within Plot NE01 to accommodate 
vehicle, cycle and pedestrian access. The route should be designed 
as per Street Principles in Part 4.

Illustrative response:
The plot design  has been laid out to ensure permeability for vehicles, 
cyclists and pedestrians, allowing circulation around the square. 
Connections have been created through to the northern portion of 
plot NE01. The open space to the west of plot NE01 through to North 
End Road and routes have been created through plots NE02 and 
BW02 to the Broadway.

Fig 1.1.7:  Regularity of Entrances around Garden Square to create 
Active Street frontage; Paul Davis + Partners

Layout
Guideline 4.2.22: Secondary Corners 
Secondary accent corners are typically situated on primary and 
secondary routes and around garden squares. Their role is space 
defining, and their articulation should reflect the hierarchy of routes 
and frontages, as well as the activity level of the street or square.

Illustrative response:
The illustrative design study responds to the guideline by including a 
feature building within the square at the secondary accent corner as 
set out in the Design Guidelines.

The north-west corner has been emphasised through the provision 
of a taller primary frontage marking out the square as an important 
element within the site and adding to the visual link and legibility of the 
key internal view E.
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Feature building articulates 
secondary accent corner.

Key Internal View E
connects Gibbs Green Residential 
Square with Broadway and Lost 
River Park

Fig 1.1.6:  Feature Node Building and Secondary 
Accent Corner create visual links ; Paul Davis + Partners
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a visual connection between the lost river and the garden square 
helps to reinforce the connection made by the green stitches. a 
‘jewel’ building pokes its head in to the square creating a visual 
marker to draw you through the space. there is also a visual 
connection between the two green spaces.   

cIrculatIon

a pedestrain connection along the green stitches, strengthens the 
visual connection between the lost river and the garden square. 
a one-way vehicular route around the garden square makes 
referance to a typical london garden square, aids access to the 
buildings and helps to animate the space. a secondary pedestrian  
circuit connects the ammenity space to the West conceptually 
enlarging the extents of the garden square, maximising the impact 
of the green space.
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Fig 1.1.8:  Regularity of Entrances around Garden Square to create 
Active Street frontage; Paul Davis + Partners
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