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Summary

Throughout its history Earls Court has been shaped by Counter’s Creek, one of London’s ‘lost rivers’.
Over the ages it has changed out of all recognition to become a ‘Valley of the Giants’, with large
scale uses that include Lots Road Power Station, Stamford Bridge Football Stadium, Earls Court,
Olympia, Westfield Shopping Cenftre, the BBC complex and the hospital and prison complex on Old
Oak Common.

fig 2.4.18: Aerial image dated 1940

Earls Court Project Application 2 | London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham | Design and Access Statement | June 2011

2.4.1.10

2.4.1.11

2.4.1.12

Earls Court has changed from an area of grand houses, market gardens and nurseries, to a place
of major infrastructure and large single use buildings and rail lines running through some of the most
vibrant and diverse parts of West London.

It is territory that has changed much in recent decades, and more change is planned. The evolution
of Earls Court as an area has been driven by accommodating growth and changing London. The
allocation of area as an opportunity area and the proposed development is the next step in the
area’s history and will see Earls Court continuing to accommodate and respond to evolving London.

Please see the TVIA for more information on the site history.

fig 2.4.19: Aerial image of the site foday
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2.4: The Site
2.4.2 The Site Today

2.4.2.1 Thesite is predominately currently owned by three landowners:
EC Properties, Transport for London and the London Borough
of Hammersmith & Fulham. See fig 1.2.1

2.422 The site areais 32.22ha. This area includes the site of the /
existing Earls Court Exhibition Centres, The Lilie Bridge Depot
the West Kensington & Gibbs Green Housing Estates and a /‘ )
number of ancillary buildings. The site is bordered by Lillie
Road to the south-east, North End Road fo the south-west,
West Cromwell Road to the north-west and Warwick Road
and the residential gardens of houses on Philbeach Gardens
to the north-east and Eardley Crescent to the east. The site is
bisected by the West London railway line.
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2.4.2.3 There are currently 1426 parking spaces within the site area.
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fig 2.4.20: Existing Site
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2.4: The Site

fig 2.4.21: Earls Court One, viewed from Warwick Road fig 2.4.22: West Kensington Estate & Empress State building behind fig 2.4.23: North End Road with West Kensington Estate buildings fig 2.4.24: Lillie Road with Hotel Ibis building
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The peak height of EC1 is equivalent to roughly 16 residential stories
The shoulder height of EC1 is egivalent fo roughly 10 residential stories
The peak height of EC2 is equivalent to roughly 10 residential stories
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fig 2.4.25: Existing Land Uses fig 2.4.26: Existing Storey Heights
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2.4.3 Site Constraints

2.4.3.1

2432

There are a large number of constraints relevant to the site, as described in this chapter. They have
been split into site wide, existing buildings, existing structures and fransport infrastructure categories.
These have influenced the development of the masterplan and all have been considered
throughout the development of the design.

Site Wide

Site Levels

The existing levels across the site vary dramatically from +3mAQOD to +12mAOD due to the lower
lying area towards the west and the deck installed to support the existing Earls Court Exhibition
development. The +12mAQOD level deck ensures sufficient clearance of the West London Line
(WLL) running under the Earls Court two building. Further complicating the section, dominated by
infrastructure are the railway cuttings running below the +3mAQOD. A series of annotated sections
provide further information.

2.4: The Site
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West London line running

fig 2.4.28: Section B
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fig 2.4.31: Section E fig 2.4.32: Section F
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